
 

 

 

About LUNGevity Foundation (www.LUNGevity.org) 

LUNGevity Foundation is firmly committed to making an immediate impact on increasing quality of life and 
survivorship of people with lung cancer by accelerating research into early detection and more effective 
treatments, as well as by providing community, support, and education for all those affected by the 
disease. 

The goal is to create the same successful improvements for lung cancer mortality rates as those 
experienced by the breast, prostate, and colon cancer communities, as well as to elevate lung cancer on 
the national agenda.   

LUNGevity was founded in 2001 by seven lung cancer survivors, and tens of thousands of others affected 
by lung cancer have joined in the years since. We will continue to build on that dedication and momentum 
to inspire the nation to commit to ending lung cancer.    

Funding Research into Earlier Diagnosis and More Effective Treatment 

Since 2002, LUNGevity-funded scientific research projects have totaled more than $20 million. This 
represents an investment in 118 projects at 58 institutions in 23 states for the most promising lung cancer 
research proposals in the areas of early detection and targeted therapeutics. 

The Foundation funds lung cancer research through a peer-reviewed grant process.  Its world‐class 
Scientific Advisory Board meets annually to discuss research strategy, share new scientific developments, 
oversee ongoing funded projects, review grant proposals, and determine funding of new grants. LUNGevity 
issues requests for grant applicants each year in the areas of early detection of lung cancer and for 
therapeutic agents that are effective in all stages of the disease. 

Support, Education, and Advocacy Resources 

As a thought leader and community hub, LUNGevity also provides many resources directly to the lung 
cancer community, including the Lung Cancer Support Community (LCSC), the largest dedicated social 
network offering support to anyone touched by lung cancer. Created in 2002, LCSC provides users with an 
extensive message board for peer-to-peer support. Other resources include LifeLine, a telephone/email 
buddy program; an extensive online blog; a clinical trials matching service; LUNGevity LinkUP for those 
interested in becoming advocates; and the Clinical Trials Ambassador program for those interested in 
sharing their experiences with clinical trials with lung cancer patients who are considering clinical trials as a 
treatment option.  

Online resources include the Caregiver Resource Center, at www.LUNGevity.org/caregiver, which offers 
emotional support, practical and patient advocacy advice, and other services for caregivers. It is the first 
online resource wholly devoted to lung cancer caregivers and their very special needs. In 2013, the 
Foundation added the Survivor Resource Center, which helps to bridge the practical and emotional gaps in 
lung cancer survivorship while offering a vast network of support for survivors and their loved ones. 

  

http://www.lungevity.org/
http://events.lungevity.org/site/PageNavigator/v2_Research_test.html
http://www.lungevity.org/caregiver


Events Across the Country 

With over 80 events across the country, LUNGevity has the largest national network of grassroots events 
aimed at raising money for lifesaving lung cancer research and creating awareness about the disease.  
Many of these events, including the organization’s signature Breathe Deep walks and runs, are led by 
dedicated and passionate volunteers from across the country, bringing together tens of thousands of lung 
cancer patients, survivors, families, friends, and advocates in 32 states and counting, to change the course 
of lung cancer. All LUNGevity events offer a place for those impacted by the disease to share, remember, 
hope, and heal, building a sense of community among those impacted by lung cancer. 

Facts About Lung Cancer 

 1 in 15 people in the U.S. will be diagnosed with lung cancer in their lifetime.1 

 224,390 people will be diagnosed with lung cancer in 2016.1 

 Approximately 60%-65% of all new lung cancer diagnoses are among people who have 

never smoked or have already quit smoking. About 50% are former smokers and another 

10%-15% have never smoked.2,34,5 

 Because there is no widely available, effective early diagnostic test for lung cancer, only 
16% of people will be diagnosed in the earliest stage, when the disease is most treatable.1 

 Only 18% of all people diagnosed with lung cancer will survive 5 years or more.1 

 Lung cancer kills more people than the next three leading cancers (colorectal, breast, and 
prostate) combined.1 

 Lung cancer kills almost twice as many women as breast cancer, and more than three times as 

many men as prostate cancer.1 

 If lung cancer is caught before it spreads, the likelihood  of surviving 5 years or more 
improves to 55%.1 
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